Safety in training and learning in the intensive care unit.
Resident and subspecialty fellow trainees in the intensive care unit (ICU) present risks for patient safety because of their inexperience yet offer opportunities to promote safe patient care because of their around-the-clock presence and their involvement in frontline processes of care. Most trainees approach their ICU experiences without previous education in performance improvement or patient safety. This article reviews the barriers that are faced by residents in providing safe patient care and outlines the nature of a patient safety curriculum that could tap the opportunities that are presented by trainees to promote safer patient care.